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Christmas decorations can range from 
grandiose lighting displays to more subtle 
adornments. Some families may prefer more 
traditional holiday decor, while others might 
like the look of  modern trimmings.

Holiday decorations can also be used to 
create an atmosphere reminiscent of  a certain 
type of  locale, giving a home a holiday in the 
city vibe or a more rustic feel. For those who 
prefer a rustic look reminiscent of  a country 
Christmas, consider the following tips.

• Start with the tree. The Christmas tree is 
the center of  many a home’s holiday decor, and 
those who want to create a country Christmas 
can start with their tree. Instead of  traditional 
holiday lights, choose lights that look like 
candles while adorning the tree with wooden 
ornaments and strands of  popcorn.

• Forgo traditional wrapping paper. Instead 
of  flashy, store-bought wrapping paper, wrap 
presents in brown paper and put presents 
under the tree as early as possible. Instead of  
store-bought gift tags, create your own and 
attach a candy cane or another candy to the 
gift.

• Think nature with decorations. Items 
gathered from nature can give a home a rustic 
appeal during the holidays. Hang a homemade 

wreath on the front door and include pine 
cones and clippings from evergreen trees 
when adding decorative accents around the 
house. Tuck a few decorative woven baskets 
in corners to further emphasize a rustic 
look.

• Create homemade ornaments. 
Homemade ornaments can also give a 
home a more rustic look come the holiday 
season. Spend an afternoon creating holiday 
crafts with the kids and use these instead 
of  store-bought ornaments. For those who 
are especially gifted craftsmen, put your 
woodworking skills to the test to create 
decorative wooden stockings that, if  not 
functional, can be replaced with more 
traditional stockings come Christmas Eve.

• Don’t forget the music. Another way 
to create a country Christmas is to play 
country Christmas albums instead of  
classical or more traditional Christmas 
records. Nearly every country music star 
of  the past and present has recorded a 
Christmas song or album, so create a master 
playlist of  country Christmas songs on your 
digital music player and play it throughout 
the season to set the holiday mood in your 
household.

Have yourself a merry country Christmas!

• Life Like Trees
• Religious Statuary
• Wreaths & Roping
• Ornaments
• Nativity Sets
• Beacon D’Lites Candles
• Blow-Ups
• Nostalgic Blow Molds
• Outdoor Decor

Mon.-Sat. 8-5; Sun 10-4 • 564-2744

CHRISTMAS SALE!
15 - 30% OFF ALL MIELE VACUUMS

ALL UPRIGHTS
• Ultra Swivel Head

• Multi Level Suction Control

• Anti-tipping Device

• On-board Tools

• Great For Pet Hair

• 7 Year Warranty*

ALL CANISTERS
• Suction Control  • HEPA System
• On-board Tools   • 7 Year Warranty*

Hudson Valley
VACUUM OUTLET

23 Rt. 17K, Newburgh
845-569-1600 

www.hvvacuum.com

Authorized Beam CV, 
Dyson, Electrolux, 

Eureka, Miele
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

* see dealer for details

SALE GOOD THRU 11/25/16 - 12-31/16
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The end of  the year tends 
to be a time to reflect on the 
previous 12 months. Many 
people are inspired to find a 
new career at the dawn of  a 
new year. Some might find it 
possible to turn hobbies and 
other interests into ventures 
that can make money or even 
serve as new jobs.

Earning a living doing 
something you love is the 
ultimate goal for many people. 
However, before a person 
tries to turn a hobby into a 
career, he or she first needs to 
analyze the situation and give 
such a momentous decision 
ample consideration. All 
hobbies cannot be adapted into lucrative 
businesses, especially those that are very 
niche-oriented. The following techniques 
can help people turn their hobbies into 
careers.

• Streamline and perfect your skill. 
Before trying to turn a hobby into a career, 
obtain further training or education, if  
necessary. Just because you’re qualified to 
do something as an amateur does not mean 

you can do it as a professional. Research if  
you need more schooling and pursue that 
schooling if  you find you do.

• Appeal to other hobbyists. Hobbyists 
tend to be quite enthusiastic and passionate 
about their work. Therefore, your first 
client base may very well be other 
hobbyists. Attend street fairs, carnivals 
and any other gatherings that tend to 
bring hobbyists together. This can help 
spread the word about your ventures and 

open up your work to an extended network 
of  like-minded individuals.

• Listen to all feedback. Take criticism 
and other feedback from as many people 
as you can. This will help you to really 
fine tune and professionalize your hobby. 
Try brainstorming with people, remaining 
open to what others have to say about your 
potential business.

• Start small and simple. Getting your 
feet wet in the business world takes an 

investment of  time and 
money. It’s easy to follow the 
mentality “go big or go home.” 
But with the goal of  turning a 
hobby into a career, you may 
want to start slowly - taking 
the bunny hills before skiing 
down the expert-level slopes. 
Start selling items or services 
in the community. Expand to 
a website. Keep track of  your 
profit margin before you grow 
your business even further. 
You must be realistic in your 
ability to make money that 
can fully support you and your 
business.

• Write about your interests. 
You may be able to make 

money through your hobby without 
performing the hobby. Become a freelance 
writer and share expertise through a blog 
or by contracting with newspapers and 
magazines. Sharing your expertise can be 
a lucrative and less costly way to turn a 
hobby into a new career.

Turning a hobby into a profession may 
not result in instant success. But with 
dedication, the dream may come true.

Can a hobby be your career in the new year?
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With so much on our plates between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day, the holiday season can be hectic. 
Fortunately, there are many ways to save time and make 
the holiday season more manageable.

• If  you don’t have plastic clips to hang lights around 
windows and to the eaves of  your home, inexpensive 
clothespins will work just as well. If  you’re concerned 
about the color of  the wooden clips, paint them holiday 
hues before stringing the lights.

• Put a bath mat, rug-side down and rubber-side up, 
beneath your Christmas tree stand. This allows you to 
spin the tree as you hang lights and ornaments without 
damaging the floor underneath. It also makes it simple to 
undress the tree once the season is over. Use a tree skirt 
to hide the mat.

• Squeeze artificial tree portions into concrete form 
tubes. First wrap the tree portions in twine and then slip 
them into the concrete sleeves. Each tube can be stowed 
in attic or garage rafters, freeing up precious space.

• Use empty squirt bottles to make baking and cooking 
easier. Pancake and cookie batters can be squirted from 
the containers for less mess.

• Store one or two strings of  lights in a plastic shopping 
bag to keep the strands from getting tangled. Hang the 
bags from a hook in a garage or stack them in a storage 
bin.

• Use plastic zip ties to attach garland and lights 
to bannisters. They’re easy to assemble and will not 

damage the bannisters.
• A paper towel holder can be screwed to the wall in 

a craft room to neatly hold spools of  ribbon. Simply 
pull the length you need from the spool and cut for easy 
decorating.

• Mount a tree stand to a piece of  wood with screws or 
glue. This prevents spills from reaching the floor while 
stabilizing the tree.

• Old maps make interesting gift wrap and are a nice 
change of  pace from commercially produced paper or 
newsprint.

• Wrap duct tape or another type of  sticky tape around 
your hand. Pat over fallen pine needles that accumulate 
around the tree. In hard-to-reach areas, wrap the tape 
around a broom or a floor sweeper.

• When traveling for the holidays, use a brightly 
colored suitcase or flashy tape to make your suitcase 
stand out from others at the airport.

• Place hardened brown sugar in a baking dish, cover 
it with a moist paper towel and either microwave it on 
high for 20-second intervals or place it in a 300 F oven for 
five minutes. This will soften the sugar, making it easier 
to use the sugar to prepare your favorite holiday cookie 
recipes.

• Save plastic bread ties, which can be used to make 
tags for the wires on certain devices. Such ties also can 
be used to organize decorating components and to keep 
your place on a roll of  tape.

• Measure the inside of  your picture window and 
construct a wooden frame to its dimensions. Staple 
holiday lights to the frame and then easily slip the frame 
in and out of  place each year.

• Hang a live wreath or some boughs of  evergreen in 
your home for a fresh pine scent if  you have an artificial 
tree.

• Color-code storage containers so you can easily find 
holiday decorations in the attic or basement.

• Pack for a holiday excursion using a collapsible 
clothing storage hanger for closets. Fold clothes on each 
fabric shelf  and then collapse it into your suitcase. When 
you get to your destination, unfold and hang it in a closet 
so all of  your clothes will be at the ready.

Reduce stress with these seasonal tips
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The beauty of  winter landscapes is not 
foremost on the minds of  homeowners 
who have roofs full of  heavy snow and ice. 

Excessive snow loads on a roof  can 
cause the roof  to leak or even collapse. 
The weight, and not the depth, of  the 
snow is what determines if  it needs to be 
removed from the roof. Fluffy snow may 
not be problematic, as it can take around 
seven times as much dry snow to equal 
the weight of  wet snow.

After a snowstorm, go outside and lift 
a few shovelfuls of  snow. If  it’s back-
breaking work, then the snow on your 
roof  may be dangerous.

Homes built to code can typically handle 
the snow and ice load that comes with 
the winter season. However, homes that 
have undergone unapproved renovations, 
or those where load-bearing walls have 
been removed from the interior may be 
susceptible to catastrophic roof  collapses.

Another problem homeowners face this 
time of  year is ice dams, which occur 
when snow on the roof  melts slightly and 
then refreezes, forming thick portions of  
ice usually at the edges of  the roof  by the 

gutters. Ice dams can divert melting snow 
in and under roofing shingles instead of  
through gutters and downspouts.

A common contributor to ice dams 
is inadequate ventilation and insulation 
in attics. Heat from the interior of  the 
home that rises into the attic can cause 
the roof  to warm up enough to melt 
the snow. This is easily remedied by 
having ample insulation and ensuring 
proper ventilation of  the attic to maintain 
temperatures cool enough to prevent 
underside melting of  snow.

If  you experience any leaks from the 
ceiling or notice water coming down 
walls, a roof  leak from excess snow or ice 
dams may be the culprit. Snow that is too 
heavy may create cracks in plaster and 
drywall and cause sagging that affects 
the framework of  interior doorways. If  
you hear creaking or popping sounds, 
immediately exit the house, as these 
are strong indicators of  an imminent 
collapse.

The Better Business Bureau warns 
against going up on the roof  if  you cannot 
safely remove the snow with an ice rake 

or similar tool. You should not jeopardize 
your health by trying to remove snow 
and ice.

Confirm that contractors who remove 
snow have current liability and worker’s 
compensation insurance before hiring 
them. Contractors will charge anywhere 
from $60 to $300 per hour to remove snow 
from the roof. Always inquire in advance 
as to what a fee covers.

Keep in mind that some snow and 

ice removal remedies can invalidate 
the warranty on recently installed roof  
shingles. This is something that must 
be weighed before proceeding with snow 
removal.

Home insurance policies may or may 
not cover the cost of  snow removal and 
damage. Call your insurance company 
to find out what your policy covers. Keep 
good records for the cost of  all repairs to 
see if  you can be reimbursed.

97 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush • 845-744-2300 
2551 Route 302 Middletown • 845-361-2220 • www.seekamplumber.com

LUMBER COMPANIES
MASON SUPPLIES 
HARDWOODS 
LUMBER • MILLWORK

ROCK SALT • SNOW SHOVELS • ROOF RAKES 
SAND • CALCIUM • PET-FRIENDLY ICE MELT

ALL TYPES of 
INSULATION

FIBERGLASS • SPRAY FOAM
MINERAL WOOL • RIGID

STOVE PIPES AND FITTINGS - BLACK & GALVANIZED

Is your man hard to buy for?
Let Joe’s Small Engine Help!

We have a large selection of Husqvarna Handheld
Equipment (Chainsaws, Pole Trimmers, Leaf
Blowers) and Accessories so you can select the
perfect gift for him this holiday season!

Gift Certi�cates
Available

JOE’S SMALL ENGINE of PINE BUSH 
4 Railroad Ave. • Pine Bush, NY
Servicing all your power equipment needs since 1988!

(845) 744-3720 JoesSmallEngineofPineBush.com

Problems with snow load on the rooftop
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Give a 
holiday

gift basket!Enjoy Your Holiday 
Festivities at the 

Historic Beekman 
Arms. Call for Your 

Holiday Reservation.

Event Coordinator: Brenda Catalano at 845-876-1766 x1  
TheTavernAtTheBeekmanArms@gmail.com  

Dinner reservations 876-1766 ext. 356

 Since before the Revolutionary War, the Beekman Arms has served as the center of 
gracious hospitality in the scenic Hudson Valley. Just a few doors away from the original Inn, 
the Delamater House allows you to enjoy the charm and style of a country manor.
 Great conferences and group events - The business conference center can accomodate 
up to 40 clients. Customized hot breakfasts, lunches, 
break food and box lunches can be delivered as ordered. 
Businesses have the advantage of reserving hotel rooms for 
out-of-town clients.
 Our private Beekman Room can accommodate up to 
25 guests for dinners, small meetings, showers etc. For 
larger functions our newly renovated Wayfarer Room is 
available.

6387 MILL STREET • RHINEBECK

Oldest Inn in America ~ Where Hospitality Began

Lavish meals are a large part of  holiday celebrations, 
with many people indulging in dinners and desserts 
throughout the holiday season. This is a time when many 
families display their best recipes, and these may include 
certain desserts that can be labor-intensive to make or 
something more fitting for a special occasion.

Cheesecake is an example of  a dessert that, due to the 
time it takes to create and the richness of  the dessert 
itself, is not something many people eat on a regular 
basis. However, with a time-saving recipe, cheesecake 
can become a dessert prepared in little time for holiday 
festivities. Try “Cinnamon Caramel Cheesecake Squares” 
from “Pampered Chef  Season’s Best, Fast, Fun & 
Fabulous” by Pampered Chef® Test Kitchens.

Cinnamon Caramel Cheesecake Squares
Makes 24 squares
2	8-ounce packages seamless crescent dough
2	8-ounce packages cream cheese
1	 egg
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3/4 cup sugar, divided
Flour for dusting
1	tablespoon cinnamon
1/2 cup caramel topping

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Unroll one package of  crescent 

dough into a shallow baking pan. Roll out the dough to 
edges.

2. Heat the cream cheese in a microwave-safe bowl, 
uncovered, on high for 30 to 40 seconds, or until softened. 

Whisk until almost smooth.

3. Add the egg, vanilla and 1/2 cup of  the sugar to 
the bowl. Whisk until smooth. Spread over the crescent 
dough.

4. Lightly sprinkle the flat side of  a cutting board with 
flour. Unroll the second package of  crescent dough and 
roll it into a 13- by 12-inch rectangle.

5. Fold the dough in half  from the short end; gently lift 
and place in the pan. Unfold and gently stretch the dough 
over the cream cheese layer; press the edges to seal. Cut 
off  corners of  dough hanging over and discard.

6. Bake 22 to 24 minutes, until golden brown.

7. Combine the remaining 1/4 cup sugar and cinnamon 
in a small bowl. Place the caramel topping in a 1-cup 
measuring cup.

8. Remove the pan from the oven. Immediately pour 
the caramel topping over the cheesecake and spread to 
the edges of  the crust. Sprinkle with the cinnamon-sugar 
mixture; let stand for 10 minutes.

9. Using a utility knife, cut into 4 x 6 rows to make 24 
squares.

Cinnamon Caramel Cheesecake Squares
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Every holiday shopper has at least one loved one on 
their shopping list who they can’t find anything for. Some 
people seem to have it all, while others may be less than 
forthcoming about items they may need or want.

Many seniors tend to fall into the latter category. 
Shopping for holiday gifts for seniors can be difficult if  
you don’t know what they want. Following are a handful 
of  gift ideas that might make this holiday season that 
much more special for seniors.

Books
A 2015 survey from the Pew Research Center found that 

69 percent of  adults age 65 and over acknowledged reading 
at least one book in the previous 12 months. That makes 
books a good bet for shoppers who don’t know what to get 
their 65-and-over loved ones this holiday season. Shoppers 
might want to opt for traditional print books rather than 
e-books, as the survey found that only 15 percent of  
readers age 65 and over had previously read an e-book.

Gym membership
According to the Office of  Disease Prevention and 

Health Promotion, more than 80 percent of  adults do not 
meet the guidelines for aerobic and muscle-strengthening 
activities. That can be especially troubling for seniors, 
who are at greater risk for osteoporosis, a medical 
condition in which age-related tissue loss contributes to 

brittle, fragile bones. Physical activity, including muscle-
strengthening activities like weight training, can help 
combat osteoporosis. Family members stuck on what to 
get should consider gifting a membership to a local gym. 
Many gyms offer heavily discounted memberships to 
seniors, and may even offer senior fitness classes at no 
additional cost.

Travel gifts
Many retirees love to travel, but not every senior has 

the means. Holiday shoppers can light up seniors’ smiles 
by gifting travel gifts this holiday season. One idea is to 
transfer airline miles to an elderly loved one so he or she 
can get a free or discounted flight. If  that’s not a possibility, 
some new luggage or a gift card that can be redeemed at 
70,000 hotels across the globe, is sure to please.

Hobbies
With retirement and grown children many seniors find 

they have extra time on their hands. Why not help fill that 
time with a new hobbie. Art, computer or music classes at 
a locally owned school can fulfill a lifelong dream or even 
help start a new career. 

Family time
Shoppers who are especially stuck on what to get 

seniors for Christmas can just resolve to spend more time 
with their elderly loved ones. Many seniors genuinely 
have everything they need, and may only want to spend 
more time with their children and grandchildren. Make a 
New Year’s resolution to spend more time with the seniors 
in your life.

Gift ideas for seniors
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GUIDEChristmas Tree

PINE BUSH HOME & GARDEN, INC.
105 Depot Street, Pine Bush • Open 7 days • 845.744.2011

Christmas
Your hometown source for all things 

• Live Wreaths

• Door Swags

• Live Roping

• Poinsettias

FRESH CUT
FRASIER FIRS
3-8’ starting at

$1699

Gi�  Certi� cates 
Available

543 Bruyn Turnpike
 WALLKILL

895-3807
11/27-12/24 • 9AM - DARK

Homemade
WREATHS

CHRISTMAS 

TREES 
UP TO 
12 FT. 
TALL

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

FREE
Coloring Book  
& Candy Cane 
for Each Child

Refreshment 
Stand

Seasonal Opening Nov 25
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Chr� tm�  Tree Lane
9 Christmas 
Tree Drive
Wallkill, NY 

(845) 895-3536

Pick your own 
or Buy a Pre-Cut 
Locally Grown Tree

MEETSANTA
Dec. 10 -11
9am-1pm

1-866-MF-APPLE (1-866-632-7753)

minardsfamilyfarms.com

HOLIDAY BARN MARKET
X-Mas Cider Donuts • Farm Holiday Cider

Make Your Own S’mores at our Holiday Bonfi re
Holiday Hayride with Santa & Our Elves
To Our Holiday Spectacle and Bonfi re

BUY TREES, WREATHS & KISSING BALLS

250 HURDS ROAD, CLINTONDALE, NY • OPEN EVERY SAT & SUN  11 - 5 until Dec. 23
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MONTGOMERY

Individual • Business • Accounting
FEDERAL & ALL STATES

DIRECT DEPOSIT ELECTRONIC FILING 

845-457-3348
102 WARD ST. ( 17K & 211 @ THE LIGHT) MONTGOMERY

Serving you since 1971 = Thousands of Happy Returns. 

Paul Siepman, Owner • orangetax@aol.com

SCOTTS CORNERS 
PAINT & HARDWARE

845-457-5005
Corner of Rt. 208 & Rt. 17K MONTGOMERY

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. 
NOT VALID W/ OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 12-31-16.

REFILL OF YOUR 20 LB.

PROPANE TANK

M-F 7:30 - 7, Sat 7:30 - 5, Sun 9-4

RREFILL OF YOUR 20 LB

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. NOT VALID W/ OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 12-24-16.

$50 Gift Certificate

Seven Freedoms
Music & Records

New/Vintage Vinyl Records
22 Railroad Ave • Montgomery

(845) 457-1463

OPEN Weekends 11 am - 5 pm       
www.SevenFreedoms.com

100 Ward St. Montgomery, NY
www.yogaonthewallkill.com

Our instructors are united in the desire to help you fi nd your path to 
be� er health, clear mind and a less stressful life - All Levels welcome. 

Gift certifi cates available.

TRY YOGA - FIRST CLASS FREE

HIGHLAND MONTGOMERY

Happy Holidays!

There’s no place like home for the Holidays
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NEWBURGH NEW WINDSOR

356 Windsor Highway, New Windsor
562-6120    www.luxurysolariums.com

Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm 
Sat: 9am-6:30pm 
Sun: 9am-3:30pm

Vails Gate Cycle
YOUR FAMILY BICYCLE SHOP FOR OVER 50 YEARS

ATTENTION CYCLISTS!
We have all of your stocking stuffer needs. 

1078 Rte 94, Vails Gate
(854) 565-7686
vailsgate-cycle.com

HORNS • BELLS
 LOCKS • TOOLS

PINE BUSH

SAVE TIME.

SAVE MONEY.

FEEL BETTER!

76 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush
845-744-8079 • jacacupuncture.com

Stop in our new office & say hello!

Where Change Begins

JAC
Acupuncture

A gift subscription 
to your local newspaper!

is a great gift idea for friends, 
family and co-workers, visit

timescommunitypapers.com 

There’s no place like home for the Holidays
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LARGEST 
Liquor Store in 
Pine Bush area!

Wet your whistle with our

 2412 RT. 52, Pine Bush  |  845-744-3187  |  Mon-Sat 9-9

Wine Tastings every Friday 4-7pm

PINE BUSH WALDEN

We are an Early 
Learning Center catering 

to the development of 
young children

ART, SPANISH, MUSIC 
4/5 YEAR OLD CLASSES 
and extra year program 

Monday to Friday AM & PM

Featuring 
Kindergarten-First 
Grade Curriculums

Come aboard and join our growing 
crew and School Time family!

“Best decision I could have ever 
made for our family” 
- quote from a parent

NYS Certifi ed Teachers  • Small Class sizes

Contact us for more info

469 Coldenham Road  845-567-9548 
(1/8 mile off Rt. 17K in Coldenham ) 

 and 70 Scofi eld Street  845-778-1362
Email: schooltime95@aol.com

Universal Pre-K provider for the Valley Central School District
Servicing the community for 12 years • Ellen Prager & Cathy Olsen

OFFERING HALF & FULL DAY CLASSES 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE available for preschool and 
school-age children. Busing available to and from VCSD school.

NYS CORE CURRICULUM Smartboard Technology! 

SHOP EVERYWHERE

MOBILE VETERINARY 
SERVICES

Caring for all animals 
throughout Orange, Ulster, 

Sullivan and Dutchess Counties

www.hvmobilevet.com
catskillvetserv@gmail.com

Joseph A. D’Abbraccio, DVM
Daniela Carbone, DVM

796-5919
Medical & Surgical Services 

Available at Wurtsboro 
Veterinary Clinic

HEALTH & FITNESS

QUALITY PET FOOD & SUPPLIES
WILD BIRD FOOD & SUPPLIES

LIVESTOCK FEED
SALT • HAY • STRAW

145 Hepper St. Walden
845-778-5252

www.waldenanimaldeli.com
SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

There’s no place like home for the Holidays


