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ROAD

Road trip tips for spring drivers 
pring is a season of  rebirth for many people, who wel-
come the warm weather with open arms, especially 
those who just endured a harsh winter. Spending 

time outdoors when the weather warms up is a popular 
pastime for many people each spring.
 Road trips taken by college kids or high schoolers hit-
ting the road for spring break or professionals and parents 
packing up the car for a weekend getaway have become 
synonymous with spring. A road trip is a great way to get 
outdoors and make the most of  a warm day, but there are a 
few tricks of  the trade drivers can employ to ensure their 
road trips are as enjoyable as possible.
 • Give your car a good wash. Drivers who live in areas 
with heavy snowfall should give their vehicles a thorough 
cleaning before hitting the road for a spring road trip. Salt 
and sand can build up on a vehicle over the course of  a 
snowy winter, so a power washing will help remove excess 
salt, sand or dirt and help the car run more smoothly.
 • Get the vehicle a tune-up. A tune-up, including an oil 
change, should be part of  your pre-trip planning. Make 
sure winter hasn’t caused any damage to the vehicle’s 
body and ask your mechanic to perform a thorough 
inspection of  the vehicle’s suspension and brakes. If  any 
problems arise, address them before embarking on your 
road trip.
 • Subscribe to a roadside assistance program. Roadside 
assistance programs, whether it’s AAA or a program 
offered through your insurance company, provide a mea-
sure of  security to road-trippers. Many roadside assis-
tance programs provide a variety of  emergency assis-

tance for members, including:
 • towing service if  your vehicle cannot start or operate 
safely,
 • battery service if  your car’s battery needs a jump,
 • flat tire service if  you get a flat tire and don’t have a 
spare or cannot change the tire yourself,
 • fuel delivery service if  your car runs out of  gas, and
 •  lockout service if  you lock your keys in the car.
 These services can act as a safety net should an issue 
arise when you’re on the road and far away from home or 
far away from a service station. Keep your membership 
card in your wallet and store their customer service num-
ber in your cellular phone should you accidentally lose 
your membership card or lock it inside your car.
 Bring cash as well as credit cards on the trip. When 

embarking on a road trip, don’t assume you will have 
ready access to an ATM on your trip or at your destina-
tion. This means you may reach a point when you have 
no cash on hand. While it’s a good idea to bring some 
cash along on the trip, bring a credit card or cards as well 
should you find yourself  with no cash. A major credit 
card, such as a Mastercard, American Express or Visa, is 
likely to be accepted at most filling stations.
 If  you dont have one on your smart phone, invest in a 
road navigation system. A road navigation system can be 
your best friend, helping you find your way in unfamiliar 
places. Road navigation can alert you to traffic conditions 
while providing directions and alternate routes. Some 
systems will even alert you to nearby gas stations, lodging 
or restaurants.

 There are times in a driver's life when he or she may have to pull over 
on the side of the road. Whether a flat tire has derailed the trip, the driver 
or a passenger is experiencing motion sickness or you find the car isn't 
performing correctly and it warrants a look under the hood, pulling over 
on the shoulder may be necessary.
 It can be difficult to pull over smoothly and safely on a busy highway, 
especially when you are in a stressful situation, such as a mechanical 
emergency. But it is in your best interest to remain calm and follow a few 
procedures. First, slow down and put on your right-turn signal to indicate 
you will need to move into the right lane. Some people prefer to put 
their four-way-flashers on after they have successfully cleared the lanes 
and are ready to navigate onto the shoulder. Try to select a spot where 
you are not on a bend or where there is poor visibility or your vehicle 

cannot be seen by other drivers on the highway. You do not want to be 
injured while exiting or attempting to work on the pulled-over vehicle. 
Drivers should keep an emergency roadside assistance preparedness kit 
containing flares, emergency triangles or cones, a flashlight, batteries, a 
poncho, booster cables, duct tape, a utility knife, cord, a blanket, and first 
aid supplies in the car as a precaution. Each item serves its own unique 
purpose.
 Stay inside the vehicle, especially on a busy road. Tow trucks and 
police vehicles typically cruise busy stretches of road and help may 
arrive in a matter of minutes. Those who have a roadside assistance plan 
membership can use a cell phone to make a call for help. It is best to wait 
in the car until a tow truck or police arrive
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We ENGINEER
AUTO LOANS with
PRECISION.
Apply now for an Auto Loa
with exceptionally Low Rat
and Superior Service.

800.451.8373 
MHVFCU.com/AutoLoan

3 Easy Ways to Apply:

Auto Loan

 Most Americans know texting and 
driving is dangerous but it continues to 
be a problem, especially for young driv-
ers. While 97 percent of  teens agree that 
texting and driving is dangerous, 43 per-
cent still admitted to continuing to do it, 
according to a recent survey.
 The 2012 AT&T survey of  teen drivers 
also found 75 percent of  teens say tex-
ting while driving is common among their 
friends and the majority of  respondents 
said they have texted when stopped at a 
red light and often glance at their phones 
while driving. While teens might be the 
worst offenders plenty of  adults are guilty 
too. As the evidence continues to mount 
concerning the dangers of  texting while 
driving, 39 states have made it illegal. 
Legal or not, here are three good reasons 
to quit once and for all:
• Texting drivers are 23 times more likely 
to be in an accident, according to Virginia 
Tech Transportation Institute research.
• Texting while driving is distracted driv-
ing which is a factor in 15 to 25 percent of  
all crashes, according to the Governors 
Highway Safety Association.
• Each day, on average, more than 15 people 
are killed in crashes that result from dis-
tracted driving, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

 Technology companies are coming up 
with unique and practical solutions for 
drivers. For instance, Xperia SmartTags 
by Sony give you the ability to turn off  all 
distractions from your smartphone with 
just a simple touch. These small tags can 
be put on a dashboard or a set of  car keys 
and allow you to change your phone’s set-
tings for driving by simply touching your 
NFC-enabled smartphone to the tag.
 Smartphone applications can make 
this process even easier. When paired with 

AT&T’s free Drive Mode app, you can auto-
matically disable your phone’s texting and 
calling capability. The app can also be pro-
grammed to include an automatic message 
that’s sent to anyone who texts you while 
you’re behind the wheel, letting that per-
son know that you’ll respond when you are 
finished driving. You can program this app 
to run when you tap your phone to your 
SmartTag, while also setting your phone 
up to automatically run GPS programs and 
engage your car’s Bluetooth system for 

both safety and convenience.
 While messages from your friends and 
family are important, nothing should take 
precedence over safely getting yourself  
and your passengers to your destination. 
To help make your driving experience 
safer, outfit your car with tools such as 
SmartTags, which you can learn more 
about at www.sonymobile.com, and don’t 
forget to take the pledge to never text and 
drive again at www.itcanwait.com.- (BPT) 

Breaking the habit of texting while driving

 Improvements in engines and motor oil have made the old 
standard of  “3,000 miles between oil changes” no longer applica-
ble. According to ConsumerReports.org, “Under normal driving 
conditions, most vehicles are designed to go 7,500 miles or more 
between oil changes.” Check your owner’s manual for the recom-
mended interval and oil viscosity. Using a premium motor oil has 
been shown to give engines added protection and increased fuel 
efficiency compared to ordinary synthetic motor oils. In addi-
tion, it can allow you to double or even triple the number of  miles 
between oil changes. Saving you time and money, it also reduces 
the impact on the environment by disposing of  less oil.
 Make sure your tires are inflated to the correct pressure that 
is recommended by the manufacturer for proper ride and han-
dling. These numbers can usually be found inside the driver’s 
door, and are based on taking readings when the tires are cold. 
AAA recommends that you check your tire pressure on a bi-

weekly basis.
 The coolant in your radiator keeps the engine cool while 
it’s running and can keep the engine block from freezing. The 
most important reason to change your coolant is because over 
time, dirt and contaminants can build up in the fluid making it 
less effective. Ideally you should change your coolant every four 
years depending on your driving habits. If  your car manufac-
turer calls for a mix of  coolant and water make sure you use the 
right proportions. 
 Before your tires get to an unsafe level, check the tread. This 
can be done by simply taking a penny and placing in the tread 
with Lincoln’s head down. If  you can see the top of  his head, 
you need new tires. According to laws in most states, tires are 
legally worn out when they have worn down to 1/16 of  an inch 
of  remaining tread depth. Tires that have less than the minimum 
tread are more likely to hydroplane at highway speeds.

Costly car mistakes to avoid
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Over 35 Years of Experience • All Work Guaranteed
33 Railroad Avenue, Walden
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Wally Grahn • (845) 778-7582  
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 Most policyholders would be surprised 
to know  that the last thing their insurance 
company wants to happen is for insurance 
rates to increase. That’s why most major 
carriers have a department of  investi-
gators dedicated to stopping one of  the 
primary causes of  rate hikes: insurance 
fraud. In fact, fraudulent insurance claims 
are the second most costly white-collar 
crime in America - to the tune of  $40 bil-
lion annually.
 “Each year the average U.S. family is hit 
with $400 to $700 in increased premiums 
due to phony insurance payouts,” says Dan 
Bales, national director of  special inves-
tigations for Mercury Insurance, which 
established a Special Investigations Unit 
in 1978 to help fight insurance fraud. “The 
goal of  the SIU is to limit these payments 
and catch the criminals responsible.-
 Think of  us as the CSI of  the insurance 
industry. We square off  against mobsters, 
organized crime, dirty lawyers and doc-
tors, white-collar con artists and even the 
occasional celebrity to help keep down 
costs for our policyholders.” 
 Insurance fraud is a game of  numbers. 
Insurance rates are calculated using statis-
tics and mathematics to project risk. So, by 
lowering the probability for costly insur-
ance scams, insurance companies have 

financial flexibility to offer customers low 
rates.
 Making the SIU’s job tougher is the fact 
that the culprits behind these scams aren’t 
run-of-the-mill criminals. “Today’s scam-
mers are technologically savvy and have 
access to sophisticated equipment,” says 
Bales, who’s been involved in more than 
35,000 claims investigations during his 27-
year career at Mercury. “They routinely 
produce, among other things, fake medical 
records, duplicate checks, and false identi-
fications and business licenses. To main-
tain an advantage, our SIU is constantly 
working to stay ahead of  the technological 
curve.
 “I don’t want to give away any industry 
secrets, but on any given day, the average 
person is caught on camera 12 to 16 times. 
This allows us to pull footage or images 
from ATMs, intersection cams, private 
businesses, homes, cell phones and even 
social media to catch criminals in the 
act.”
 One question Bales hears quite often 
is, how can consumers help fight fraud? “I 
always tell people to document suspicious 
activity and incidents.” 
 There are several common schemes of  
which consumers should be aware. Staged 
auto accidents, adding damage to vehicles 

after a loss and switching drivers on acci-
dent reports are a few of  the most preva-
lent scams.
 Bales says regardless of  the insur-
ance provider, when suspicious activity is 
observed, the witness should alert the SIU 
and law enforcement by calling 1-800-TEL-
NICB or by texting the keyword “fraud” to 
TIP411.
 • If  you’re involved in an auto acci-
dent, always call the police and document 
unusual circumstances or activities.
 • Obtain detailed bills for collision 

repairs, home/property repairs and medi-
cal services.
 • Never sign blank insurance claims 
forms.
 • Watch for double-billing or unex-
plained charges for any service received 
as part of  an insurance claim.
 • Be aware that there are crime rings 
that specialize in “slip and fall” schemes, 
which involve fake injuries and false 
claims.
 • Always gather as much information 
as possible at the scene of  an accident.

Insurance fraud: A $40 billion battle
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See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up
t 40 t *

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk
to me.

Mark Mahoney, Agent
3669 Route 9W

Highland, NY  12528
Bus: 845-691-6123

mark.a.mahoney.quhd@statefarm.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

*Discounts vary by states. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

 Fixing a chipped windshield is now an 
inexpensive, do-it-yourself  repair  It takes 
mere seconds for a pebble or road debris 
to damage a windshield. What starts out 
as a small bullseye or chip in the glass 
can quickly grow into a crack that com-
promises the safety of  drivers and their 
passengers. Fixing the damage before it 
escalates into a safety issue used to require 
a trip to the repair shop. However, now 
most drivers can tackle dings and chips 
from the comfort of  their own driveways.
 An unattended chip in the windshield 

could get worse with time, because con-
stant vibration in the vehicle and chang-
es in temperature can cause the chip to 
expand and spread. Eventually, you may be 
left with a larger, unsightly crack stretch-
ing across the glass, and what started as 
a inexpensive repair job has now turned 
into a costly windshield replacement.
 Glass repairs may or may not be cov-
ered by your insurance. Repair bills for 
damaged windshields can range from $75 
to several hundred dollars. Many drivers 
are unaware that windshield repair does 

not have to be a difficult or expensive ven-
ture. With do-it-yourself  kits, repairing 
chips can now be done in mere minutes 
for right around $10.
 Permatex(R) has developed a special 
Windshield Repair Kit that fills in the 
ding and stops the damage from spread-
ing while minimizing the blemish on the 
glass. It comes complete with everything 
needed to make a permanent, profession-
al quality repair in minutes, including 
step-by-step instructions and an online 
demo video. There is no mixing required 
and the repair cures automatically under 
natural sunlight.
 For the kit to be effective, the chip or 
bullseye should be no more than 1 inch 
long and must be on the outside of  the 
windshield. It is a good idea to make the 
repair as soon as possible after it happens. 
This prevents the crack from getting con-
taminated and spreading.
 The Windshield Repair Kit follows 
the same steps that a repair shop would, 
including sealing the crack with resin 
under a vacuum. View the Permatex how-
to demo video at www.permatex.com.
 In addition to quickly repairing a ding 
in the windshield, there are other wind-
shield maintenance tips to follow.

 Clean the windshield regularly. Regular 
cleaning prevents the buildup of  dirt, sand 
and debris on the glass and helps avoid 
scratches when you use your wipers.
 Check the windshield washer. Test your 
windshield washer regularly to make sure 
it works properly. In addition, keep the 
washer fluid level topped off  so it’s there 
when you need it to clean the windshield.
  Drive defensively. Avoid following a 
large truck that may be kicking up debris. 
Move into another lane, if  possible. Also, 
do not follow vehicles that are transport-
ing unsecured items on the car roof  or in a 
pick-up truck bed.

Fixing a chipped windshield is now an inexpensive, do-it-yourself repair
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 Renting an automobile can be practi-
cal for a variety of  reasons. City dwellers 
with easy access to public transportation 
might not own a vehicle and might choose 
instead to rent a car when the need arises. 
Men and women who are leasing a vehicle 
might rent a car for a long trip to avoid 
exceeding the mileage restrictions that 
come with their leases. 
 Regardless of  an individual’s reason 
for renting a car, there are certain things 
all renters should know before taking the 
keys to their next rental.
 • Your credit card company might be 
insuring you. Drivers who have rented 
a car in the past are aware that rental 
company employees attempt to sell renters 
insurance for the vehicle before handing 
over the keys. While it’s definitely smart 
to be insured, you may already be insured 
if  you’re paying for the rental with a credit 
card. (Note: Many rental agencies require 
a major credit card for customers to book 
a reservation.) Credit card companies pro-
vide this coverage at no extra cost to you, 
which can save you a substantial amount 
of  money, as many rental agencies charge 
by the day for insurance. Consult your 
credit card company before renting the 
vehicle to see what, if  any, coverage they 
offer. Some cards may not offer complete 

coverage, but even partial coverage will 
still save you money.
 • Multiple drivers will cost you money. 
If  you’re about to embark on a road trip 
and you plan to have more than one driver, 
you can plan to pay more as well. Each 
extra driver you add to the rental agree-
ment will cost an additional fee. If  you can 
make the trip with just one driver, then 
you will save money. Do not list one driver 
but allow others to drive the rental, as this 
might negate any insurance coverage you 
purchased from the rental agency or any 
coverage provided to you by an existing 
auto insurance policy or credit card com-
pany.
 • Return the car with gas in the tank. 
The rental agent will tell you how much 
fuel needs to be in the car when it’s 
returned. The car might need a full tank 
upon being returned, but more likely that 
figure will be about one-quarter of  a tank. 
Remember that figure (which should be 
listed on your rental agreement) and do 
not come in below it. You will pay a lot 
more per gallon if  the rental agency has to 
put gas in the tank than if  you just remem-
ber to do it yourself.
 • Avoid renting at the airport when-
ever possible. Though there might be some 
exceptions, renting from an agency locat-

ed at the airport is almost always more 
expensive than renting from an off-airport 
location. That’s because the rental agen-
cies are required to charge customers an 
airport fee, which can be considerable. If  
you’re staying at a hotel in town, consider 
renting from an agency close to your hotel 
as opposed to one at the airport. The sav-
ings might be considerable, and some loca-
tions might even come and pick you up at 
the airport if  you so desire.
 • Don’t sleep through the vehicle inspec-
tion. Before you take the vehicle off  the lot, 

a customer service representative from the 
rental agency and you will examine the 
vehicle for any damage, whether that dam-
age is significant or minor. If  you don’t 
pay attention during this examination and 
the company representative misses any 
damage, you could very well be blamed for 
that damage when you return the vehicle. 
Company employees may be disinterested 
in the inspection, so it’s up to you to notice 
and report any damage before you take the 
keys.

You take care You take care 
of your car.of your car.
Let us take Let us take 
care of your care of your 

carcar insurance insurance..

Call 845-883-4280
FAX 845-883-4283
accentfginsurance.com

www.lpl.com/afg550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528

135 SO. ROBINSON AVE., NEWBURGH (RT 9W)

Lifetime Paint Warranty 
www.hudsonvalleycollision.com

Glen Weller
Ronald F. Weller

Authorized Insurance Claim Center
Expert Color Matching - Quality Repairs - Unibody Specialist 

845-561-7276

Renting 101: Things to know before renting a car
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Modenacollision

1968 State Route 32, Modena

fax: 845-625-1468

Email: modenacollision@ymail.com

• Estimates
• Collision repair
• Paint & Detailing
• Insurance claims

• Preowned car sales
• Financing available
• Enterprise rentals
   ... and more!

OWNERS: TJ DIRAGO & TINA BUCCI
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GEORGE’S AUTO PARTS
 2114 RT 208, MONTGOMERY, NY • 457-3104 • 565-3950

MON-FRI 8-6 • SAT 8-4 • SUN 9-1

599*

/Qt.

LUCAS FUEL 
SYSTEM 

TREATMENT 
& HEAVY 
DUTY OIL 

STABILIZER*

Offers good at participating NAPA AUTO PARTS stores from March 1-31, 2013

Shell Rotella T Heavy-
Duty Diesel Engine Oil

379
Lucas Fuel 

System 
Treatment

Mobile 1 Full 
Synthetic Motor Oil
#0W20, OW30, 0W40, 5W20, 
5W30, 10W30, 15W50 

General states pricing. Sale prices 
do not include applicable state/local 
tax or recycling fees

899
Lucas Heavy 

Duty Oil 
Stabilizer

*Eliminates dry starts 
and wear. Also raises oil 
pressure and slows oil 

consumption.

SHOW
YOUR
CARD &
SAVE

TODAY!
10%

Off regular retail prices at 
participating NAPA AUTO 
PARTS stores nationwide. 
With valid membership 
card. Some exclusions 
apply, see store for details.

1299
*

/Gal

General states pricing. Sale prices do 
not include applicable state/local tax or 

recycling fees

(15W40)

  A driver’s visual acuity is reduced by 
70 percent at night, a figure that is even 
higher among older drivers. The human 
eye is simply not adapted for nocturnal 
vision, so colors tend to disappear and con-
trast fades away while driving at night.
 The plastic headlight lenses used on 
today’s cars can get cloudy over time. 
Yellow and getting hazy from the effects of  
ozone, road debris, pollution, age, and even 
trips to the carwash. As a result, headlight 
lenses can quickly become ineffective.
 If  headlight lenses appear cloudy or 

yellow upon inspection, Philips Headlight 
Lens Restoration Kit can restore the lens 
to “like new” clarity. It’s easy to use and 
has a UV coating that will protect the plas-
tic from further damage.
 Salt from snowy roads or debris blown 
about from winter winds can easily accu-
mulate on the windshield, greatly reducing 
visibility. Be sure to check your windshield 
washer fluid routinely during the winter 
months, and clean your headlights after 
driving in inclement weather to remove 
dirt, film, snow and ice buildup.

 The performance of  a headlight bulb 
dwindles over time, reduced by humid-
ity, electrical resistance, filament fatigue 
and general usage. Experts recommend 
that vehicle owners replace their headlight 
bulbs every two years.
 When replacing headlight bulbs, driv-
ers can upgrade existing bulbs with a 
new generation of  high performance light 
bulbs that mark a dramatic improvement 
over the traditional halogen bulbs that 
are standard on most vehicles. Philips 
Upgrade Headlight Bulbs are designed to 

put substantially more light on the road 
while creating a better beam pattern that 
is much longer than that produced by stan-
dard halogen bulbs.  
 Debris and film buildup on the wind-
shield glass and your rearview and side 
view mirrors can reduce vision, especially 
for drivers who smoke inside their vehi-
cles. Make cleaning the glass and mirrors 
inside and outside of  your vehicle part of  
your routine maintenance. It won’t take 
long and it will significantly improve vis-
ibility. 

All Work Guaranteed

Specializing in Collision, Classic Restorations,
Custom Auto Repair & Painting (PPG certifi ed)

10 Commercial Ave., Highland 24 Hr. Towing Available

845.834.3436
C E L L  8 4 5 . 3 9 2 . 5 5 1 9

CarTech 
Service Center

Kayla (l) and Charlize (r)

• Brakes, Struts 
• Alignments / Shocks
• Transmission Overhauls & Repairs 
• Brand Name Tires 
• Timing Belts / Water Pumps 
• Starters / Alternators
• Computer & Electrical Diagnostics 
• Inspections in most cases 
   no appointment necessary Our spacious waiting room

DID YOU KNOW THAT...
We are a full service Quick Lube 

“In and out in under 30 minutes”

80 Oak Street, Walden, NY  
845-778-3548

Family Owned & Operated with 30 Years 
Combined Experience • ASE ATRA & ATSG Certifi ed

Mon 6:30-1,Tues-Thurs 6:30-5 Fri. 6:30-4, Sat 6:30-1 

COURTESY SHUTTLE WITHIN 
A 10 MILE RADIUS

Just 
$2995

        + tax

Full Service 
Oil Change 
& 4 Wheel 
Tire Rotation
Not valid with any other offer. 
With this coupon expires 3/31/13

Improve your night vision for a safer ride
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Richard’s Auto Service
COMPLETE FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIR

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS FOR 34 YEARS

3851 RT. 9W HIGHLAND
Across from Hudson Valley Sheds

(845) 795-2811

NYS INSPECTIONS
CARCO INSPECTIONS

“Personalized & Reliable Service with Competitive Pricing”

24 Hour Towing, 7 days a week
Complete Collision Repair

Free Estimates • ASE & I-Car Certifi ed
Rental Cars Available On Site

Over 25 Years Experience
All Insurance Claims Accepted
Glass Repair or Replacement

Paintless Dent Removal • Frame Repair

181 North Rd Bldg 4
Highland, NY

Phone: 845.834.3525 • Fax: 845. 834.3526

 Reducing fuel costs is foremost on the 
minds of  many drivers. Myriad costs are 
associated with owning an automobile, 
many of  which are within a driver’s con-
trol. For instance, safe drivers are likely 
to spend less on auto insurance than driv-
ers with a history of  traffic violations or 
accidents, while drivers who purchase a 
vehicle with a high safety rating will likely 
spend less to insure that vehicle than they 
would a sports car.
 Drivers might not be able to control 
the price at the pump, but there are many 
ways drivers can spend less on fuel.
 A few minor adjustments is all it takes 
to make a car more efficient and save driv-
ers, regardless of  their mechanical incli-
nations, money at the filling station.
 • Tires that are not properly inflated 
increase drag on a vehicle, which then con-
sumes more fuel to operate at full capacity. 
Check the driver’s manual for the man-
ufacturer’s recommended tire pressure, 
and check the tire pressure frequently to 
ensure your car isn’t working harder than 
it needs to be.
 • A car filled with clutter is carrying 
unnecessary weight, making it harder for 
the car to accelerate and consuming more 
fuel than it should be. 

 

• Air conditioning consumes fuel, auto 
experts suggest rolling down windows 
when driving at low speeds. When driv-
ing faster, roll the windows up to reduce 
drag.
 How you’re spending at the pump can 
also help you reduce fuel consumption 
and save you money.
 • Some drivers avoid filling up their 
tank for fear that it  makes the car heavier, 
decreasing the vehicle’s fuel efficiency as 
a result. While that may be true, drivers 
who don’t fill up make more trips to the 
gas station, and those trips can waste fuel. 
In addition, when the gas cap is removed 
from your vehicle, vaporized gas escapes 
from the tank, so opening the cap more 
frequently allows more vaporized gas to 
escape.

 • Pay for gas with a card that rewards 
you with cash for making purchases. While 
using a cash-back credit card won’t reduce 
your fuel consumption, it will earn you 
some money back on your fuel purchases.
 •  Don’t pay more for fuel your car won’t 
utilize. A high-octane fuel in a car that’s 
built for a low-octane fuel won’t improve 
the car’s performance or its gas mileage. 
Only purchase the fuel the owner’s manual 
recommends. For many new vehicles, that 
means 87-octane, or “regular,” fuel.

 •  Rapid acceleration consumes more 
fuel. Accelerate gradually. 
 • Highway speeds more than 60 miles 
per hour significantly reduce fuel effi-
ciency. Estimates suggest a car traveling 
at 60 miles per hour uses 20 percent less 
fuel than a vehicle traveling at 75 miles 
per hour. Toxic emissions, including car-
bon monoxide, hydrocarbons and nitrogen 
oxides, also increase when vehicles travel 
more than 60 miles per hour.

Reduce fuel consumption to save money and help the planet
7B
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MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Smart people always read the fine print and wear
their seatbelts. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices incl. all mfr rebates/incentives. Not all consumers will qualify for all rebates. Leases incl. 12k mi/yr @ 15¢/mi
over. Lessees responsible for excess wear/tear. Ttl pmts/Res: Sentra $6300/$14,792.50, Altima $8100/$14,792.50, Rogue $7995/$13,486. *Based on EPA highway estimates. **Must be a NMAC lease
that expires March 31, 2014. All offers subj. to approval by primary lender. Not resp for typo errors. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3/14/13.

79 ROUTE 17K, NEWBURGH, NY
AT THE INTERSECTION OF 17K & UNION AVE

1-866-571-1905CALL TOLL
FREE

JUST OFF INTERSTATE 87 AT EXIT 17

WE RENT CARS Like 
us on:

SALES HOURS: MON-THR 9:00-8:00
and FRI & SAT 9:00-6:00

SUNDAY 11AM - 3PM

www.NEWBURGHNISSAN.com OPEN SUNDAY 11AM - 3PM

DOWN AVAILABLE 0%

auto, a/c, lthr, BOSE, mnrf, Bluetooth,
18” alloys, stk# 121435, vin# 863245,
model# 16212, MSRP $36,095, 1 or
more avail at this price

2012 Nissan

Maxima SV

$9500Save
Off
MSRP

Buy For $26,595

auto, a/c, lthr, htd seats, DVD, p/sliding
doors, XM, Bluetooth, stk# 121347, vin#
047979, model# 55412, MSRP $43,755,
1 or more avail at this price

$0 APR FINANCING
up to 60 months in lieu of
factory rebates to qual
buyers on select models

auto, a/c, lthr, htd seats, panoramic roof,
Bluetooth, XM, stk# 121426, vin#
236332, model# 23612, MSRP $40,215,
1 or more avail at this price

2012 Nissan

Murano SL AWD

$9500Save
Off
MSRP

Buy For $31,215

auto, a/c, p/w/l, ABS, keyless entry, stk#
13392, vin# 662507, model# 12513,
MSRP $18,860, 1 or more avail at this
price. Price excl tax, title & MV fees.

$175Lease
For

36
Mos

Mo

39
MPG 
HWY*

auto, a/c, p/w/l/seat, remote start, Bluetooth,
stk# 12322, vin# 420704, model# 22212,
MSRP $24,520, 1 or more avail at this price.
Price excl tax, title & MV fees.

26
MPG 
HWY*

auto, a/c, p/w/l/seat, remote start, Bluetooth,
stk# 13446, vin# 504643, model# 13113,
MSRP $24,250, 1 or more avail at this price.
Price excl tax, title & MV fees.

38
MPG 
HWY*

2012 Nissan

Quest LE

$9500Save
Off
MSRP

Buy For $34,255

2013 Nissan

Sentra SE+

$0 due at signing

2013 Nissan

Altima 2.5S

$225

JUST ANNOUNCED!
WE WILL WAIVE UP TO 3 MONTHS OF YOUR CURRENT LEASE**

Lease
For

36
Mos

Mo

$0 due at signing

2012 Nissan

Rogue S AWD

$205Lease
For

36
Mos

Mo

$0 due at signing

2002 AUDI TT
2 dr, mans trans, well
equipped, a/c, 123k
mi, stk# 30056T

$8,991
2005 Mercedes-Benz

C240 4Matic
auto, a/c, lthr,  mnrf, CD,
p/w/l, 93k mi, stk# 30172T

$12,491
2009 TOYOTA
COROLLA S

4 dr, auto, a/c, p/w/l, 55k
mi, stk# 30164T

$13,500

2008 CHRYSLER 
SEBRING LX 

CONVERTIBLE
auto, a/c, air bags, 62k mi, 
stk# 6007P
$10,991

2008 SATURN
AURA

4 dr, auto, a/c, p/w/l,
46k mi, stk# 30030T

$11,991
2006 JEEP GRAND 

CHEROKEE OVERLAND 4X4
auto, a/c, lthr, naviga-
tion, DVD, 95k mi,
stk# 6014T
$12,991

2011 NISSAN VERSA
1.8S HATCHBACK

5 dr, auto, a/c, 50k mi, 
stk# 30138T

$13,000
2005 BMW 325
Ci CONVERTIBLE
auto, a/c, 79k mi, 
stk# 6020T

$13,491

2009 PONTIAC
G6 GT

4 dr, auto, a/c, p/w/l, 
52k mi, stk# 30125T

$13,991
2007 NISSAN

XTERRA SE 4X4
auto, a/c, 64k mi, 
stk# 5911T
$14,991
2009 INFINITI

G37X AWD
auto, a/c, lthr, mnrf, alloys,
64k mi, stk# 5793T
$18,000

2009 MINI COOPER
S CONVERTIBLE

mans trans, a/c, 75k mi, 
stk# 5818T

$15,491

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER 4X4
2 dr, soft top, mans trans, 
a/c, 73k mi, stk# 30145T

$16,991
2008 NISSAN

350Z TOURING
auto, a/c, lthr, navigation, 
20k mi, stk# 5930P
$19,991

2011 DODGE
CHARGER R/T
auto, a/c, 28k mi, 
stk# 5874T

$28,000

Savings
up to...

$9500Hundreds of
New 2012
Nissans
Must Go!

off MSRP

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

NISSAN

A HARTE AUTO GROUP DEALERSHIP

olar panels revolutionized the way 
people power their homes, dramati-
cally reducing the reliance on electric-
ity. The sun is nature’s largest power 

plant, and it can provide more renewable 
energy to the earth in one hour than fos-
sil fuels can produce in a year. The same 
solar panel technology is now being used 
on vehicles to run some of  the components 
in the car. But powering an entire vehicle 
on car-mounted panels may still be years 

away.
 Right now, select models of  cars have 
a solar panel on the roof  of  the car. The 
Audi A8 and the Prius have solar operated 
fans that can reduce cabin temperature. 
The Fisker Karma has a panel big enough 
to add extra solar-powered energy to the 
battery to fuel about 5 all-electric miles 
a week if  the car is parked in the sun all 
the time. Auto manufacturer Fiat recently 
inked a deal with Irish solar manufacturer 

SolarPrint to add solar panels to some 
of  its model’s roofs. The manufacturer 
says that using low-cost photovoltaic mate-
rial to offset drain from energy-hungry 
components, such as air conditioning and 
heating systems, is expected to reduce fuel 
consumption by up to 15 percent.
 On the other side of  the coin, many 
other manufacturers have not jumped into 
the solar power game, saying that there 
simply isn’t enough roof  or hood space to 
include enough panels to be able to make 
the car run entirely on solar power. Also, 
the aesthetics of  the car can be reduced by 
the appearance of  panels. PV power tends 
to be expensive as well.
 Because of  the high manufacturing 
costs of  PV cells and the large area needed 
to collect sunlight, solar power is one 
of  the most expensive forms of  genera-
tion methods. U.S. Energy Information 
Administration estimate that the amount 
of  electricity generated in the U.S. from 
solar sources is between 0 and .01 percent 
as compared to other generation sources.
 But there are some people that say the 
larger picture for solar panels makes them 
advantageous in spite of  the initial cost. 
Plus, there is a work-around for drivers 

interested in ceasing trips to the gas sta-
tion altogether. Individuals can drive a 
plug-in electric car that is powered by PV 
panels mounted on a home roof. Not only 
can these solar panels run many electri-
cal components of  the house, but they can 
essentially fuel a car for the rest of  the 
car’s life. Some PV systems can displace 
$90 worth of  electricity every month. They 
can also generate enough power equiva-
lent to $100 of  gasoline in the same time 
period.
 Although PV systems may be costly up 
front, many vehicle owners say they pay 
for themselves in a few short years. And 
with gasoline prices continually on the 
rise, solar kits may make sense for drivers 
looking to save money in the long run.

Never buy gasoline again? 
S
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