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Easter is a special day for Christians across the 
globe. While the highlight of  Easter celebrations 
are the religious events, particularly the vigils and 
church services, Easter fanfare sometimes stretches 
beyond church walls. 

The following are some Easter traditions across 
the globe. Travelers should confirm the festivities are 
still on as COVID-19 restrictions continue to be put in 
place in various locales.

Bermuda
Celebrants create and fly homemade kites on 

Good Friday Kitefest, which features bold, geometric 
designs. ItÕs also traditional to eat codfish and hot 
cross buns during Holy Week. On Easter Sunday, the 
faithful participate in sunrise services on various 
Bermuda beaches.

Costa Rica
Costa Ricans take Holy Week and Easter quite 

seriously. Each town hosts parades and processions 
during Holy Week, providing dramatic re-enactments 
of  JesusÕ journey through Jerusalem to his 
crucifixion and resurrection. 

England
Good Friday visitors to Trafalgar Square can see a 

classic dramatization of  JesusÕ resurrection. ÒThe 
Passion of  JesusÓ is a 90-minute performance that 
attracts thousands of  visitors.

France
Many people visit the famed Notre-Dame Cathedral 

to hear its bells toll throughout Easter Sunday. A 
fire destroyed a portion of  the cathedral roof  in 2019 
and repairs are still underway. There also are Paris 
Easter egg hunts. Parisians and tourists also can 
visit La Sainte Chapelle, which offers Easter concerts 
consisting of  classical music and choral singers.

Israel
Israel is a melting pot of  both Jewish and Christian 

faithful. Easter is a solemn celebration here. In Old 
Jerusalem, faithful pilgrims and priests walk the Via 
Dolorosa, which is the same path that Jesus took on 
the day he was crucified. The Way of  the Cross, which 
is what the procession is called, is among the most 
amazing sights in the world.

Italy
Easter is special in Italy and particularly in Vatican 

City, the home of  the Pope. The Pope holds a special 
mass on Easter in Saint PeterÕs Square, which 
traditionally draws huge crowds. Elsewhere in Italy, 
masses take place at area churches and many towns 
host parades and other celebrations.

Mexico
Holy Week reenactments take place in devout areas 

of  Mexico. Residents in other areas may take part 
in silent processions through town, or by visiting 12 
churches in 12 days.

Easter is a time of  celebration and reflection in 
various parts of  the world.
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Serving The Community For Over 60 Years

Foti Flowers 
at Yuess Gardens

34 Wallkill Ave., Wallkill • 845-851-8232 •  12- 5 pm Tues - Sat
hudsonvalleychocolates.com • hudsonvalleychocolates@hotmail.com

GIFT BASKETS, ASSORTED CHOCOLATES, CARAMELS
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Complete care for your Pet’s body and soul since 1995

845-476-6545
wagnmore@gmail.com

bathbarkandbeyond.com

All Breed Grooming
7 days a week
Pet sitting and lodging
Organic & Green Products

AKC Certified Dog Breeder of French Bulldogs and Imperial Shih Tzu
Visit frenchzrus.com & shihtzuzrus.com

Complete care for your Pet’s body and soul since 1995

Andréa Massa
845-476-6545

wagnmore@gmail.com

bathbarkandbeyond.com

All Breed Grooming
7 days a week
Pet sitting and lodging
Organic & Green Products

Complete care for your Pet’s body and soul since 1995

Andréa Massa
845-476-6545

wagnmore@gmail.com

bathbarkandbeyond.com

All Breed Grooming
7 days a week
Pet sitting and lodging
Organic & Green Products

65 Main Street, Pine Bush 
(845) 524-4422
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April 23 & 24
May 28 & 29

July 9 
  Sept 3 & 4

Oct 8 & 9  
  Nov 5

Stormville Antique Show 
& Flea Market
Over 500 Vendors

8am-4pm • Rain or Shine • No Pets
FREE Admission • FREE Parking 

428 Route 216, Stormville NY 12582
Exhibitor space available 845-221-6561

As seen on HGTV’s Flea Market Flip 

www.stormvilleairportfleamarket.com

2022 SHOWS

SERVING TRADITIONAL BREAKFAST, BRUNCH & LUNCH, OPEN FOR DINNER 
Open Mon-Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sun 8am-4pm

We are now on DoorDash, UberEats & GrubHub

1011 17K, Montgomery • (845) 769-7711
www.TheStradaGrill.com

• Facials tailored
 to your skin type

• Full body Waxing

SOUL ANCHOR THERAPEUTICS AND ESTHETICS
548 Coldenham Rd Walden • (845) 391-8399

Soul Anchor  
& Angel’s 

Friendly Coaching
Relax and Refresh with a 
30 min. Energy Session 

and a 30 min. facial 
$100

• Lash Extensions 
• Lash Lifts 
• Natural Nail 
    services

Spring Special
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Come Easter Sunday, eager children 
wake up to see if  the Easter Bunny has 
visited their homes. For many families, 
Easter would not be the same without 
an annual egg hunt. From chocolate 
confections to money-filled plastic 
shells to colorful, hand-decorated hard-
boiled eggs, the Easter Bunny (and his 
parental helpers) hide eggs all around. 

As with many traditions, people may 
engage in the festivities without really 
understanding the origins behind the 
fun. It can be interesting to unearth 
just how such egg hunts were hatched.

As with many religious traditions, 
Easter egg coloring and hunts trace 
their origins to pre-Christian societies. 
These societies developed rituals 
surrounding nature, the seasons and 
more. Some traditions were adapted 
to link them to the Christian faith. 

Eggs held associations with new life 
and spring. However, early Christians 
turned the egg into a symbol of  the 
Resurrection and the empty shell 
became a representation of  Christ’s 
tomb. Eggs also were important 
components of  the Easter holiday, as 
they were prohibited (like meat) during 
Lent. But on Easter, fasting ended and 
eggs were a part of  Easter celebrations, 
particularly for the poor who couldn’t 
afford meat. 

There are two widely known 
accounts of  the origins of  Easter 
egg hunts. The religious version has 
Protestant reformer Martin Luther 
organizing hunts for his congregation. 
The men would hide the eggs for 
women and children to find, which 
mirrors Resurrection accounts in 
the Bible in which women discovered 

Christ’s empty tomb. Another account 
traces the tradition to the Dutch tale 
of  the “Oschter Haws” (“Osterhase” in 
German), which was a hare that laid 

eggs in the grass. Children would build 
and decorate nests for the eggs and 
wait to see if  they would be populated, 
according to Discovery.com. This 
tradition became popular in America 
with the arrival of  Dutch and German 
settlers in Pennsylvania in the 1700s.

By the 20th century, decorated Easter 
nests were replaced with baskets, and 
Osterhase was more affectionately 
known as the Easter Bunny, who chose 
to leave eggs as well as treats and 
candy. Easter celebrations continued 
to marry both the religious and secular 
to form many of  the customs that are 
known widely today.

Easter egg hunts are enjoyed by the 
young and old on Easter. They’re a key 
part of  celebrations. Just remember 
to find all those hard-boiled eggs in a 
timely fashion.

Let us help you navigate the 
special education process! 

Open Doors Educational Advocates work with special 
needs families in Orange, Ulster, Dutchess, and throughout 
the Hudson Valley to gain understanding of your child’s 
strengths and struggles, the supports within your school 
district, and how to maximize those supports to ensure 
that your child receives the free and appropriate public 
education they are entitled to. Our advocates have 
years of experience in Special Education as Educators, 

Administrators and 
Advocates in the 
Hudson Valley.   

Contact us 
845-978-7970

opendoors-sped.com 
and fi nd us 

on Facebook!

Our Eco-LOC is a Home Equity Line of Credit that can 
be used for select energy efficient and environmentally 
friendly appliances and products in order to improve the 
property, and the planet!  With a quick turnaround time 
and covered closing costs, why wait. 

Looking to improve your home,  
be eco-conscious, and save money overall?

UNLOCK your HOME’S EQUITY  
with our new Eco-LOC!

SawyerSavings.Bank/Eco  |  888.772.1871  

OFFICES IN SAUGERTIES, MARLBORO, HIGHLAND & NEW PALTZ

What are you waiting for?
Unlock your home’s equity and make environmental  

improvements with our Eco-LOC, today. 

87 Market Street, Saugerties, NY 12477
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Houlihan Lawrence LaGrange 
 LaGrangeville, NY 12540 

 

Lynn 
Simmons

Real Estate 
Associate Broker

Cell: 845.797.5107

SERVING DUTCHESS AND ULSTER COUNTIES
38 + years as a 

Real Estate Professional
LSimmons@HoulihanLawrence.com

Let my 38+ years 
work for you!

Every bunny 
needs a home

Cracking the tradition of hiding Easter eggs


